COURSE LESSON PLAN
12403.7(a)(7) PC
12421 PC
12422 PC
Welfare & Institutions Code
871.5 W&I
Review use of force case law
Graham v. Connor - Use of force to be judged by perspective of a
reasonable peace officer not with 20/20 hindsight.
Review Probation Policy
Use of Force Policy 632
Chemical Agents 634
Incident Reporting 646
Officer Safety 607
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Deployment and
Decontamination

Explain use of force by describing reasonable force vs excessive force.
Have student provide examples of each. Discuss reasonable officer
response in overcoming resistance. Describe officer factors, subject
factors, and environmental factors that can affect your decision in using
a particular use of force. Review the incident report from the
PowerPoint and have students point out reasonable officer response
factors that are found in the report after each paragraph. Discuss medical
care and when we as peace officers are responsible for providing it; cite
Thomas vs Williams. We also want students to be familiar with the
Probation Department’s specific policies on OC pepper spray, use of
force, and incident reporting. So, after reading each policy by
PowerPoint, ask if there are questions.
Deployment of OC pepper spray
PowerPoint (Slides 50-53)
Students should be informed on the proper target areas for deployment
and to never intentionally spray directly into the eye at less than 3 feet.
Discuss target area as eyes with forehead, nose and cheeks being
secondary. Instruct students to use a one second burst within the
effective range of 3-10 feet.
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Practical Exercises

Decontamination of OC Pepper Spray
Explain to never use soaps or salves as it traps the OC.
Fresh air and water starts the decontamination process. Review okay to
book process.
**Before starting practical exercises ensure that everyone has done
a buddy check and instructors have done a final safety check before
entering the mat area. Also provide each student with safety glasses
and inert OC spray**

PowerPoint (Slides 54-56)
Safety glasses
Inert spray
Targets/ “BOBs”
OC Holsters

Provide practical exercise for students to become familiar with
drawing out of the holster, moving, targeting, deployment, and
holstering of OC pepper spray.
Depending on the number of students, form the appropriate amount of
lines facing the front of the room. Make sure they have enough space to
do the movements required.
Explain to the students you will be giving commands to un-holster their
spray. On the command of “threat”, the students will demonstrate the
move. Be sure to note if student are taking their eyes off the “target”
while holstering and un-holstering.
The student will practice footwork, balance, and officer presence
using commands.
Students should be in an “FI” position and asked to move forward,
backwards, to the right, and to the left. Ensure the students are using the
proper movement techniques and are staying in balance. The Students
will also work on the “C-Step Wedge”. Again ensuring the proper
technique is used.
Students will practice drawing out while on the move, as well as
targeting and deployment on the move.
Using the “C-Step Wedge” students will draw out after the technique.
Students will then be asked to spray a stationary target (BOBs) and then
be asked to incorporate a movement technique, along with a spray of the
stationary target. Ensure the student are keeping their focus on the
targets and using verbal commands.
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Exposure to OC
pepper spray

Students will be exposed to different tactical situations (retreat,
multiple targets, OC ineffective).
The instructor/other students will pose as the “suspect” and simulate a
scenario that will require the student to use the proper technique. The
instructor will put the students through different scenarios forcing them
to decide if they will deploy OC, retreat, or use another technique. The
instructor will vary each scenario from the student having to do nothing,
to full deployment of OC pepper spray. Line students up evenly on
opposite sides of the room, with one side being suspects, and one side
being officers. Start with a one on one scenario where students walk
slowly toward each other. The officer must decide when to use force
after given verbal commands. Then close the distance so the events
happen faster. The instructor can then move on to having multiple
suspects approach in the same manner and have the officer decide
when/if to use force on each subject.
Students will endure a minimal exposure to OC pepper spray.
Before doing this, instructors will ask any of the students if they have
any medical conditions that may prevent them from participating in this
exercise. One instructor will spray OC into a small box and have each
student come up to the box and take a “whiff.” The other instructor will
then escort them to a safe zone.

Live OC pepper spray
Box
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